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Dear Swedesboro-Woolwich Families, 

 

It is with great excitement that I begin my career in the Swedesboro-Woolwich School District as the 

Superintendent of Schools.  As a way to learn more information about this great district, I created a 

survey so that I am able learn more about you, the District, and the community.  The survey has been 

designed so that you are not required to answer every question; however, I encourage you to answer 

the questions with which you feel most comfortable.  Your feedback will provide me with great insight 

into the District and its culture!  

 

Survey Link: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SWSDPARENT2015 

 

To tell you a little bit about myself and my professional highlights, I have included a very brief resume 

for your review: 
1. Education: 

a. Glassboro State/Rowan College of NJ: (B.A.) Elementary Education / Sociology  

b. Rowan University: (M.A.) Educational Leadership 

c. Widener University: (Ed. D.) Educational Leadership 

2. Public School Teaching: transitional first, third, and fifth grades. 

3. Public School Administrative Roles: 

a. Principal: Sewell School in Mantua Township, NJ  

b. Principal: Green-Fields School in West Deptford Township, NJ 

c. Director of Curriculum and Instruction in West Deptford Township, NJ 

d. Chief Academic Officer in West Deptford Township, NJ 

4. Collegiate Adjunct Teaching Positions: 

a. Rutgers University (Camden): Contemporary Issues in the Teacher Preparation Program 

(on-site and on-line courses) 

b. Salem Community College: English 101, Sociology 101, Mass Media 

c. Delaware Valley University: Curriculum and Instruction (graduate department) 

5. United States Department of Education and NJ Department of Education Consultation: 

a. Peer Reviewer for RTTT-D (Race to the Top – District) 

b. ACHIEVE NJ Committee Member / Evaluation Pilot Advisory Committee Member 

c. Selected New Jersey Public School Representative at two national RTTT conferences 

(Boston, Mass. And Washington, D.C.) 

d. Presenter: Teacher Evaluation and Student Growth  

However, above all, my greatest source of pride is my role as a wife and mother.  My husband, James, 

and I recently celebrated 10 years of marriage. We have three beautiful children, Cameron (9), Kyler 

(7), and Carter (7).  I am looking forward to meeting you during your school visits and events; 

however, if I don’t, there is a great chance that you may spot my family and me on an athletic field, at 

a wrestling meet, or at a gymnastics practice as my children are very involved in sports and activities. 

As you know, children keep you very busy! 
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Attached to this email is the approved and final version of the school calendar for 2015 – 2016.   A 

few changes were made to the calendar: 

 
1. Due to a new contractual agreement, an additional in-service day was added to the calendar.  This day 

has been identified as Friday, January 15th. As a result, the last day for students was re-evaluated.   

 

2. Based upon some informal feedback received from parents and staff, the goal was to avoid ending the 

school year on a Monday. So the last day of school for students is now Thursday, June 16th and Friday, 

Friday, June 17th has become the first make-up snow day. 

 

3. The student start date was adjusted to Tuesday, September 2nd so that the Swedesboro-Woolwich 

calendar is now in alignment with most surrounding area school districts, including the Kingsway 

Regional School District. Families may now begin observing the Labor Day Weekend on Friday, 

September 4th. I personally would like to thank the SWEA for their cooperation and collaboration to 

reach this agreement. 

 

4. Finally, the make-up snow day schedule was adjusted slightly with the goal in mind to try to preserve, 

if possible, Monday, March 28th as a day off for all families. Many families and staff will be traveling a 

distance the day prior. 

While I recognize that a school year calendar never fully meets the expectations and wishes of every 

parent and staff member, it is my intention to obtain a collective sense of scheduling importance 

among the staff and families throughout the Swedesboro-Woolwich community. My goal for this year 

is to distribute a survey and gather feedback regarding priorities within a school calendar.  Stay tuned 

for more information this fall. 

 

Finally, I have attached the District’s first issue of our School Board Brief Newsletter.  This newsletter 

will be produced once a month.  However, it is important to note that this newsletter does not reflect 

the Board approved minutes.  It is meant purely as a source of information for all Swedesboro-

Woolwich families and to ensure a timely distribution, the newsletter will be posted prior to the next 

formal board meeting when minutes are approved.  (The information contained within the newsletter is 

based on notes recorded by the SWSD Superintendent and not approved minutes.) 

 

I wish you all a happy, healthy, and enjoyable summer, and look forward to meeting everyone this 

September.  It is going to be a great year! 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Dr. Kristin P. O’Neil 
 

Dr. Kristin P. O’Neil 
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